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cousin, could be used from time to time as an
ally by Louis; but very uncertainly, for Charles
II was determined to keep his throne over a
nation now predominantly Protestant and jealous
of French power. Charles II, therefore, skil-
fully played off the Dutch against Louis, and
both of them against his own rebellious and
disloyal wealthier classes, whose main effort
was directed to lowering the power of the
English crown. Elsewhere in Europe, the
Empire, the Papacy, and the Spanish throne,
were all intermittently, but generally, hostile
to Louis' scheme of making his realm secure
from invasion by establishing himself in power
upon and beyond his frontiers. After the Stuarts
had fallen, and James II had been turned out
of England by the successive conspiracies of
the wealthier classes, the Government of England
joined in the general coalition against Louis
XIV's old age, and William III, and after him
the Duke of Marlborough during Queen Anne's
reign, were leaders in battles which were fought
with the one object of reducing the French
power.
The attack on Louis XIV was sufficient to
exhaust French wealth and man power, but it
did not succeed in carrying on the invasion
to the heart of France (it very nearly succeeded
in this), nor did it succeed in shaking the power of